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For Paraprofessionals

New  PARAPROFESSIONALS

“Not-NNew”  PARAPROFESSIONALS  (by  January  2006)

NOTE:

• Must have accomplished at least one of the following:
a. Passed the Educational Testing Service (ETS) Para-Pro Assessment [ETS ParaPro Assessment 

(#0755) passing score: 450]; or
b. Completed two years of full-time study (48 semester credit hours) from a state-approved 

or regionally accredited institution of higher education*; or
c. Earned an Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, or Associate of Applied Science degree 

from a state-approved or regionally accredited institution of higher education.

• Must have accomplished at least one of the following:
a. Passed the Educational Testing Service (ETS) Para-Pro Assessment; [ETS ParaPro Assessment 

(#0755) passing score: 450]; or
b. Completed two years of full-time study (48 semester credit hours) from a state-approved 

or regionally accredited institution of higher education*; or  
c. Earned an Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, or Associate of Applied Science degree 

from a state-approved or regionally accredited institution of higher education; or
d. Successfully completed the ACT, Inc., Work Keys skills assessments and on-the-job 

observation.

* Within the forty-eight semester hours, the paraprofessional must complete a total of 15 hours
of general education requirements that include English Composition (3), English/Reading (6),
and Mathematics (6).  For the remaining 33 hours of coursework, acceptance of credit for a
course shown on a transcript from an approved higher education institution is left to school
district discretion in addressing the needs of the specific job.  Discipline-specific electives may
include as many as 12 hours of developmental (remedial) courses.
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How do the new requirements apply to paraprofessionals in a Title I schoolwide 
program?
• The requirements apply to all paraprofessionals in a Title I schoolwide program, without regard to

whether the position is funded with federal, state, or local funds.  In a schoolwide program, Title I
funds support all teachers and paraprofessionals.

How do the new requirements apply to paraprofessionals in a Title I targeted 
assistance program?
• In a Title I targeted assistance program, the requirements apply to all paraprofessionals who are

paid with Title I, Part A funds but not to paraprofessionals paid with state or local funds in target-
ed assistance programs.

Must a paraprofessional who provides services to eligible private school students 
and is employed by an LEA with Title I, Part A funds meet the new requirements?
• Yes, such a paraprofessional must meet the requirements.

What are the requirements for the supervision of paraprofessionals?
• Paraprofessionals who provide instructional support must work under the direct supervision of a

highly qualified teacher.  A paraprofessional works under the direct supervision of a teacher if (1)
the teacher prepares the lessons, plans the instructional support activities the paraprofessional car-
ries out, and evaluates the achievement of the students with whom the paraprofessional is work-
ing, and (2) the paraprofessional works in close and frequent proximity with the teacher.  As a
result, a program staffed entirely by paraprofessionals is not permitted.

• Paraprofessionals hired by a third-party contractor to work in a Title I program must work under
the direct supervision of a teacher.  That teacher does not have to meet the teacher qualification
requirements if he/she is also employed by the third party connection.

• A paraprofessional who provides services to eligible private school students and is employed by
an LEA must be under the direct supervision of a highly qualified public school teacher through-
out the duration of the services/program being offered.

Are funds available to help paraprofessionals in Title I schools meet the new 
requirements?
• Yes, funds are available through Title I, Part A at the district level.  In addition, schools in School

Improvement 2 and higher are required to reserve Title I funds for professional development.
These funds may be used to help the paraprofessionals in these schools meet the highly qualified
requirements. In addition, Title II, Part A, Title III, Part A, and Title V, Part A may be used to assist
paraprofessionals in meeting the highly qualified requirements.  Individuals needing financial assis-
tance in meeting the requirements should contact their local district for more information.

L ou i s i a na ' s   H IGHLY   QUAL I F I ED   De f i n i t i o n
Frequently Asked Questions

Teachers teach because they care.
Teaching young people is what they do best.
It requires long hours, patience, and care.

-- Horace Mann

“ ”



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


