GRADE 8 English Language Arts
Reading and Responding: Lesson 4

Read adoud to the students the material that is printed in boldface type
inside the boxes. Information in regular type inside the boxes and al
information outside the boxes should not be read to students. Possible
student responses are included in parentheses after the questions.

Any directions that ask you to do something, such as to turn to a page or to
hand out materials to students, will have an arrow symbol (—) by them.

Purpose of Lesson 4:
In this lesson, the tutor and students will
read a nonfictional passage,
practice test-taking strategies,
practice using context clues to increase vocabulary, and
summarize each paragraph.

Equipment/Materials Needed:
Student Worksheets Reading and Responding Lesson 4 — 1 and 4- 2
Pencils

Prepar ations before beginning Lesson 4:
A portion of the passage “The Race’ will be read aloud during Lesson 4.
It is found on page 46.
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LESSON 4: Reading and Responding

After your introductory remarks, say:

Your teacher sometimes givesyou instructions and then says, “ Turn
the page you may begin work now.” You turn the page, but how do
you begin? What do you do first? Then what do you do next?

Waell, today we are going to answer those questions. It isimportant
to know not only what to do, but also what to do first! We are going
to read a short passage and develop a set of tricks or techniquesto
help you be successful. We will also develop some techniquesto use
when answering questions at the end of areading passage.

—> Distribute Student Worksheet Reading and Responding Lesson 4 — 1.

Then say:

L ook over thereading selection. Don’t try to read it yet...just look
at it. Pause.

What isthetitle? (Response: “ The Race”)

Noticethat thereisa paragraph abovethetitle. Isn’t that location a
little unusual? (Response: yes)

Do you notice anything else unusual about this paragraph above the
title?

(Response: It is printed in italics)

Will you need to read this paragraph later on?

(Response: yes)

Look at thestory itself. How many paragraphsarein it? Pause.
(Response: three)

Does this passage contain dialogue? Pause.

(Response: no)

Do you see any boldface type or italicsin the passage itself?
(Response: no)
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Say:

Sometimes students start reading without being ready. When they
start reading without preplanning, the selection seems more
difficult toread and understand. If you just jump into the reading,
you may not really know what the passageis about. Let’sbegin at
the top of the page with that introductory paragraph printed in
italics, and go step by step through today’ s lesson.

That information above the title and the fact that it is printed in
italics means you had better read it. Do not skip thispart! In fact,
thisinformation is necessary in order to under stand the passage.

Follow along on your paper as| read theintroductory paragraph
aloud.

Read the italicized information. Read slowly. Students should look at their
papers and follow the printed text.

Say:

That introductory paragraph is full of information and details.
Tell meadetail from the introductory paragraph.

Pause to allow students time to answer.

(Responses might include: The Iditarod is an annual (yearly) event;
goes from Anchorage to Nome; about 75 teams participate each year;
inspired by a 1925 race to deliver the serum for a diphtheria outbreak.)

You are almost ready to begin reading the passage! |Isthe passage
you will read fiction or nonfiction? You need to know this
information before you begin reading.

Pause to allow students to answer.

If astudent seemsto be stuck, say: “The answer isin that introductory
paragraph above the title.”

(Response: nonfiction. The introductory paragraph’slast sentence
tells us this selection is a true account.)
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Say:

While it may seem like this procedure takes a great deal of time, it
really doesn’t. You will move through each of these steps more
quickly because you will be working independently. Just be sure not
to skip any steps!

Now you are ready to read “The Race.” Read the sdlection to
yourself to find out about this particular race. When you have
finished reading, sit quietly while we wait to continue our lesson.

Pause to alow students time to read the selection.

Then say:

Here'satrick to use before you begin answering the questions.

Look back at the first paragraph. Ask yourself what was the
purpose or the main idea of this paragraph. Read the first
paragraph now. Pause.

What did you learn from this paragraph?

(Possible responses. The Iditarod is 1,000 miles long; Susan Butcher
was in the race; there was a snowstorm; she got lost; her dogs ran off
without her; she found them.)

Good. Do the same thing for the second paragraph. Ask your self
what was important about this paragraph? Read the second
paragraph now. Pause.

So, what makes the second paragraph important? What did you
learn from the second paragraph?

(Possible responses: The temperature was subzero; it took daysto run
the race; she drove at night.)

Students may mention the “ancient spirits howling in the dark.”

Susan could be describing the night sounds she hears, or she might be
referring to sounds in her imagination that represent those people who
had earlier traveled this trail.
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Then say:

What about the last paragraph? What's important in this
paragraph? Look quickly to see what it is about. Read the last
paragraph now. Pause.

What makesthe last paragraph important?

(Possible response: Susan and the dogs are exhausted by the last day;
she'sin fifth place; she tries to catch up, but she loses.)

Say:

Let’sreview what we've done today. What did you do before you
read the selection?

(Response: read the introductory (italicized) paragraph; looked at the title;
looked at the passage; |ooked for boldface or italics; looked for pictures or
charts and drawings)

What did you do next?
(Response: read the passage)

Yes, after you read the passage what did you do?
(Response: reviewed the selection one paragraph at atime)
Now you areready to answer the questions.

1. The snowstor m covering thetrail had what effect on Susan and her
team?

Choice A: the team left without her.

Choice B: shelost time because shetook a wrong turn.

Choice C: huge snowdriftsformed.

Choice D: spiritshowled in the dark.

Okay, we've donethefirst step. Weread the question and the answer
choices. What should we do next?

Pause to allow time for students to answer.

(Responses might include: reread the question; start with Choice A

and see whether it is correct; then go to Choices B, C and D to find the
answer; scratch off the answersthat I know are wrong.)
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Then say:

| think the wisest thing to do is look at the question again and then
start eliminating answer choices. Read the question and the four
answer choicesto yourself right now. Pause.

Let’s begin with answer Choice A: the team left without her. Did the
team leave without her?

Many students will say yes, but yes is not the answer to the question.

The team did leave without her, but did the team leave because of the
snowstorm? Check back in thefirst paragraph if you need to. Pause.
Tell mewhy the team ran off without her. Pause.

(Response: They ran off when she got off the ded to try to help them up a
hill.)

Yes, they ran off, but not because of the snowstorm, so | know the
answer isnot Choice A. Put a dot by Choice A to show you know it is
not correct.

L ook at Choice B: Shelost time because shetook a wrong turn.

Did Susan lose time and take a wrong turn as a result of the
snowstorm? Pause.

(Response: yes)

How do you know Choice B isthe correct answer? Pause.

If necessary, tell students to find the part of the story that supports their
answer.

(Response: The sentenceisin the first paragraph: “Just hours after the start,
a snowstorm covered the trail and caused Susan to take a wrong turn and a
long detour.”)

It sounds as if you have found the correct answer; but just to be safe,
check out ChoicesC and D.

What about Choice C: Huge snowdrifts formed? I s there any support
for that answer?

(Response: No, while snowdrifts probably did form, the story does not
show that snowdrifts had any effect on Susan.)
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Say:

Now, look at Choice D: Spirits howled in the dark. Did the spirits howl
because of the snowstorm?

No, Choice D is not the answer either. The phrase “spirits howled in the
night” may bein the story, but it does not answer the question.

For each question, you go through a bunch of little steps. Students
sometimes want to skip steps. Don’'t do that! Skipping steps can often get
you awrong answer! Takeyour time, do each step, and you should be able
to arriveat the correct answer. At least, you can make an educated guess!

Let’scontinue. Number two: What word best describes Susan?
A. honest

B. creative

C. brave

D. dy

Let’s go through the steps. Is Susan honest? Think about the passage. Is
there anything to show sheishonest? Pause. (Response: no)
Put a dot by honest, since we know that’s not the answer .

Susan probably is honest, but there is nothing in the story about honesty. By the
same token, there is nothing to indicate she is dishonest. Students should realize
this passage is not about Susan’s moral values.

Does creativedescribe Susan? Pause.

(Response: no. Thereis no support in the passage. She may be creative, but the
story is not about her creativity.)

Put a dot on creative, since we know that’s not the answer .

Brave. IsSusan brave? Could you describe Susan as brave?

(Response: yes)

If you think Susan is brave, then you have to support your decison from
the selection. Give me some support for brave. How do you know she is
brave?

(Responses. She went on this dogsled race; she spent days out in the cold with
her team; and the last sentence uses a synonym for brave, valiant.)
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Then say:

We still haveto look at Choice D: dy. IsSusan dy?

It is possible that you will get some blank looks from students. Thisreaction is
a problem for students when they encounter aword that may not be familiar to
them.

Suppose you have never even heard the word and you surely don’t know
what it means? What should you do? Pause.

Some students might say skip it. With this particular question, since they have
already found the correct answer, it is safe to skip. Be sure students are aware
of other techniques that should be used when an unfamiliar word is
encountered.

One thing you probably should do islook back in the passage. Skim it to
see whether theword sly is used. Then, think about Susan’s character for
aminute. Think about answer, Choice C: brave.

You already know it is not Choice A or B. You have narrowed your
choices down to C and D. Are you satisfied that the passage shows us
Susan isbrave? Pause. (Most students will say yes.)

Then, you be brave and stick with answer Choice C.

Then say:

By the way, sly means secretive and deceptive. There's no proof in the
story to think Susan was either of those things.

Choice D isawrong answer .

Please answer question three by yourself. Read the question carefully;
then read all the answer choices carefully. Then go step by step through
all four choices before marking your answer .

We will review the process and discuss the correct answer when you have
finished. Work question three now.

Pause to alow students time to answer the question.
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Then say:

Let’swalk through question number three together.

“The passage says, “ Thisgrueling race attracts approximately 75
teams each year.” What doestheword grueling mean?

A. expensive

B. extravagant

C. exclusive

D. exhausting

Did you notice anything about the answer choices? Pause.
(Response: They all started with ex- or they all looked dike.)

Thefact that the answersall look alike meansyou have to be extra
careful. 1t would be easy to make a carelesserror on this question.
Okay. What isthe answer ? What does grueling mean in this
passage?

(Response: Choice D: exhausting.)

Yes, it isChoice D: exhausting. Selecting theright answer is
important, but now tell mewhy you didn’t choose Choice A:
expensive. (Response: There is nothing in the passage about the cost.)

Why not Choice B: extravagant?
(Response: Extravagant means big and showy and there isn’t anything
in the story to support that the race was showy.)

Good, that getsusto Choice C. Why not exclusive?
(Response: Exclusive means for specia people, not for everybody;
there isn’t anything in the story to support that idea.)

Great! It really will make a differenceif you follow this pattern
that we have practiced today. Read the question. Look at the
answer choices. Then go through them one by oneto find the right
answer .

Going through the stepsisworth thetime and effort!
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Then say:

We're going to switch to a different style of question now.
Sometimes you have short-answer questions. That type of question
requires that you write out an answer in your best handwriting and
in complete statements.

Look at question four. “What events kept Susan from winning the
race?” Writethem in chronological order.”

Now, beforeyou hit the panic button, let’s examine the question and
see exactly what you need to do. | think you need to circlethe“s’ on
events. Why?

(Response:  because the “s’ means plural, which means you have to
give more than one event.)

Good. Some students might overlook that “s’ and give only one
event. By circling the “s” on your test, you won't make that
mistake. What kept Susan from winning the race? What if you
don’t remember why Susan didn’t win the race? What do you do?
(Response: go back to the selection; reread it)

That leaves the word chronological? What does chronological
mean?
(Response: in time order; in the order in which things happened)

Now say:

Now, let’sreread the selection looking for the thingsthat kept Susan
from winning. Start at the beginning and quickly read the first
paragraph by your self.

Pause to allow students to read.

What events kept Susan from winning the race?

Allow students to answer oraly.

(Responses: A snowstorm covered the trail and caused her to take a wrong
turn and a detour; she got off the ded and the dogs ran off; the ded
overturned.)
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Say:

Good job. Now, look at the question again. Do you have eventswith
an “s’ that tell why Susan didn’t win the race? (Response: yes)
Areyour eventsin chronological order? Arethey in time order?
(Response: yes)

In fact, in thissalection the eventswerein order and all werein the
first paragraph. That chronology won’t always happen, but it did in
this passage!

Now you areready towriteyour answer on theanswer sheet. Be
suretowritein complete sentences. Writelegibly.
Pause to alow time for students to write a response.

Today’slesson has given you practice with both multiple-choice and
short-answer questions. On both type questions, be sure you read
carefully! Look for key wordsand cluesin the questionsto help you
find theright answer.

Grade 8 English Language Arts 45 Reading and Responding, Lesson 4



Student Worksheet Reading and Responding Lesson4 —1

The Iditarod Trail Sed Dog Race is an annual event in which dogsled
drivers (mushers) race from Anchorage to Nome. This grueling race attracts
approximately 75 teams each year. The dogsled race was inspired by a 1925
outbreak of diphtheria at one of the remote gold-mining settlements. A team
raced to deliver the serum necessary to save lives. Now, read this true
account of a young contestant’ s attempt to win the Iditarod through frozen
tundra.

THE RACE

Competing in the Iditarod, the 1,000-mile dog ded race held every
year in Alaska, was an unforgettable experiencefor Susan Butcher. Just
hours after the start, a snowstorm covered the trail and caused Susan to take
awrong turn and along detour. Another disaster struck when Susan got off
the ded to help the dogs up a hill. With great energy, the whole team took
off without her. After chasing the dogs for miles, she found them by a huge
snowdrift. The ded had overturned, but the dogs were uninjured.

Susan and her team of dogs endured subzero weather and piercing
wind for much of the race. They struggled for many days to cross the frozen
land. To make up lost time, Susan drove long into the night. Many times
she heard the ancient spirits howling in the dark.

On thefinal day of the race, Susan and her dogs were exhausted, but
determined to finish. With only thirty miles to go, she had moved into fifth
place. The push was on. She managed to overtake three of the teams, but
the lead team stayed out in front, less than four minutes ahead. Despite a
valiant effort, Susan and her team could not catch the leader.

Grade 8 English Language Arts 46 Reading and Responding, Lesson 4



Student Worksheet Reading and Responding Lesson 4 — 2

NAME

1. The snowstorm covering the trail had what effect on Susan and her team?
A. The team left without her.
B. Shelost time because she took awrong turn.
C. Huge snowdrifts formed.
D. Spirits howled in the dark.

2. What word best describes Susan?
A. honest
B. creative
C. brave
D. dy

3. The passage says, “Thisgrueling race attracts approximately 75 teams
each year.” What does the word grueling mean?
A. expensive
B. extravagant
C. exclusive
D. exhausting

4. What events kept Susan from winning the race? Write them in
chronological order.
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